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means to eſtabliſh their authority, 
aud to effect impottam purpoſes, to be. 
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< their cen wethave always obere thei 
to be ſolicitous to gain this great point. 1 

| | the ages of antiquity this was effected by 

= - | haranguing the populace: when the beſt, 

i \ or often the preſent orator, captivating their 

« audience by the flowers of eloquence, and 

| a plauſible repreſentation of matters, led the 

1 admiring croud to the execution of any 

1 Purpoſe to which they were then animated. 
Hence may we derive many of theſe ſtrange 
events Which are tranſmitted down. to us 

by hiſtorians, and which are read without 
obtaining credit. Circumſtances are in- 
deed changed ; for by that uſeful i invention, 
che Printing Preſs, the püblic is now ad- 
dreſſed and appealed * to in a manner which 
extends theknowledge of the matters comp 
municated to them; far _—_ the 1 
of oratoridl influthee; · The orator ac 
1201 | one 


oh 


il 


gor infected with an, intoxicating impety- 
oſity. H we are deceived nom, hen eyery 


18 
one aſſembly, the writer can addreſs whole 
nations] and one material advantage reſults 
from the preſent method of communĩ 
cating ideas, compared with the antient; 
which is, that whereas the orator could by 
artful-methods. inflame the paſſions. gf his 
audience, and by ſtriking while the. iron 
Was hot, effect his purpoſe while the peo- 
ple were dazzled with the glare of the co- | 
Jawss, true or falſe, which he gave his oh- 
zess no that ye peruſe a diſcourſe 
in our cloſets, and have cool leiſure to ex- 
amine into the views, af a writer, and the 
00 99. rere of his arguments e 


channel of intelligence is open for us, and 


our underſtandings freg to; inveſtigate every 


zida | thing 


| 68) | 

Ang addrefſed-20 them, the fault is Sur 
impelled by the palſi6hs the thoderns 
are 5 OY 
Hence thay be tbnedlved the e 
to àctrue from talumnies 
tranſmitted from hand th hand without due 
inveſtigation: people are in general too fbchd 
of frandal, eſpecially againſt great men, 
and therefore never leſſen che reports they 
tranſmit to others. On thecomrary; doubts 
are ſoon augmentect to certainties x ſulpict- 
-0n5; to poſitive nerufitions ; particaldr ob- 
ſervations, to general reflections; private 
Vipers, wo public outteies; and every ad. 
Vantage which falthood and viruſenos enn 
ſupply, are never withheld to the 'fp6lling 
3 The detriment refulting from 


this 


49) 


(this vigious-gratification of alkpature,, js not 
Aways limited to the objects of popular re- 
ſeutment: for, if general diſcontent operates 
to the remoying worthy men from the ad- 
winiſtration, (and the chance of calumny 
againſt the worthy, is hardly Jeſs than that 
:of juſt anger againſt the unworthy) the 
blow thereby rebounds with increaſed vio- 
Ace back up thoſe who gave it. 
tl: — Th D Hane ausge 
| a a Ae; | 
-yanted the preſent writer takes the opporgu- 
nity of ſame late indecent behaviour of the 
commonalty, to endeavour at correcting po- 
pular clamours, by a calm diſpaſſionate ap- 
peal to the underſtandings of the intelligent 
ledge that, though they may happen to be 
too precipitate and implicit in: the acknow- 
4 : INE: ledgements 


(no) 
ledgements of their eſteem and che ex- 
preſſions of their difapprobation, they 
are neverthelefs ready to rectify their 
conduct upon better information. "Whether 


the pamphlet before them contains any 
ſuch, is ſubmitted to the Lond _ 


it. 


The love of our country is one of the 
nobleſt paſſions which can actuate the 
\ breaſt of man. But while I affirm this, 
I am far from intending to mean ſuch 
mad offenſive heroiſm which we admire 
in the early Romans: rather, indeed, to 
be admired than altogether to be imitated. | 
1 include in my idea of public virtue, 
all the integrity, all the reſolution, but 
| more judgement, than we meet with in 
4 dhe Horati, in Brutus, in the Grazchii, in 


Regulus, 


2 — 


6 

Regulus, and many others, which ap- 
pear conſpicuous, like blazing ſtars, in 

the Roman hiſtory. Such men, never- 
- theleſs, appeared in character: they were 
truly great men according. to the prin- 
ciples of the times in which they lived ; 
but far from meriting imitation in theſe 
more pacific, becauſe more rational, ages. 
Love to our own country. is conſiſtent 
with a generous regard for mankind in 
general, The true rational hero, while 
he is fired with a, noble ardour for the 
preſervation of the native rights. and im- 
munities of his countrymen in particular, 
will, with a becoming generoſity, be ſol- 
licitous for the welfare of mankind in ge- 
neral. > he 60 SIMI OE RRLe 7 1121 
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bm nevef wiſk nor intend detriment 
te che fativet of other places, further thafi 
they inteffefe with: the welfare of his own 
nation; abr this, Father than his country- 
nichhdve juſtice of their ds, This fur, 
Britons, is the writer who now engages 
your attention a patriot: but not 
aﬀep farther! He would aſſiſt in defending 


my 


\ 


(013) 
you in a juſt cauſe while his veins afford 
a drop of blood; but he will not adopt 
N your abſurd prejudices. It is about theſe 
oP ere to reaſon * UN 
+ Whenever the public has any darling 
point in view, whether- it be the ſhooting 
an Admiral; the revocation of public 
treaties, in virtue of which we profecute 
4 ſucceſsful | war; whether it be the dei 
fying a favourite of their own; or the 
hunting down a favourite of the throne; 
the purpoſe is Raiſes by. inſiſting on 
the hackneyed maxim, Vor pepali vor Dei: 
à2. compliment they never fail to- aſcribe 
to prevailing” epinions. | But while they 
thus. think they are purſuing the inten- 
tions of the Deity, and ſtimulate their 
imnpetuoſity, by flattering themſelves chat 
WORE: they 


p< 


(14), 


they act by commiſſion, as the agents of 
Providence; let it for once be hinted to 


them, however it may ſhock their con- 


ſequence, that Vox populi vox fattionis, is 

ſometimes, though not always, as good 
Latin as the former. Let them under- 
ſtand, that they too often ſuffer them- 
ſelves.to be led by a ſpecious appearance 
of patriotiſm to eccho the cries raiſed. by 
venal emiſſaries, garretteer ſ{cribblers,” or 
needy. engrayers: who, . deſtitute of any 


laydable principles of aftion, deſtitute of 


eicher loyalty,.; or perhaps of diſaffection 

of their own; wait only ee ſnatch every 
political occurrence as it ariſes: and, ac- 
cording as tha: prababilies of , ſucceſs in- 
clines them, either to applaud or ſatyrize 
for preſent Profit. Ad 'utrumque. paratus, 
224 ; a Neuner 


(15) 
they are equally adroit with either white- 


wafh or blacking, and are always ſure to find 


volunteer labourers ever ready to daub with 
hs — . — | a 


Thus are ae. 3 and thus 
the mob of coffee houſe politicians | veer 


about, juſt as they are ſteered, by ſome 


profeſſed writer z who, without knowledge 
in any uſeful art or ſcience, without honour. 


ter the dirt of abuſe on any who obtain 
public notice ſufficient to make a pamph- 


let ſell: or by ſome. bungling engraver, 
who, not having ſkill ſufficient to finiſh a 
' olecable- copper-plate, applies himſelf to 
ſcratching ridiculous outlines, in whoſe au- 
dacious implications conſiſt all their To 
tentions to notice. 


Such 
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4 26 ) 
Such, Britons, are the Patriots cho, Al- 
moſt unknown to yourſelves, ſo often twir 
abaut the vanes of your imaginations, ah 
cauſe them to point to what quarter of the po- 
Iitical compaſs they judge convenient for their 
own pecuniary views. . Thus are you taught 
v0 approve or to cenſure meaſures, the pro- 
priety of which is not perhaps always evi · 
dent to public notice. Thus are you influ 
enced to call one officer of ftate by hard 
names, and to make a darling of another; 
without data ſuffciently authenticated to 
| f juſtify your precipitate concluſions. And thus 
ae you frequently guided to change the 
premature opinion of yeſterday, for = 
| . nme * 


et we buch of tis cenſure you are all 
ſenſible; that is, you will- own it as indivi- 
duals, 


- 
# 


179 
dials, when you are talking of the people 
the epidetnicatmadne@s which you condemn. 
Every ſubject of conteſt; has very different 
lights 1h which it may be viewed; and 4 
thirig without it is exathiiried in Every light 
which it can be ſhified into.” This how _ 
| — a coolneſs, which, on receiving 
krſt "impreſſions, Britons cannot | always 
bolt; nor acquire, till after ſucceſtive mif. 
Makes. They view à fubject dn that fide 
ihick-fint ſtrikes them, With To much ed: 
gernefs; that they are blind to any other 
proſpect for the time; till they are tired; 
and then hovelty inclines them to change. 
DX hn Ic 
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It is wich uneaſineſs that T expoſe the fre- 
quent ſources of public opinions but with 
great pleaſure, could I hope that theſe 


hints wauld ſerve in any degree to render 


my countrymen more circumſpect and leſs 


violent in their approbations and difguſts. 


But, if daily experience will not inculcate 


the expediency of moderation, it can ſcarcely 
be expected that anonymous 1 


will be more efficaciouns.. 


» * - * * * * 
- , Ce * N 9 - 
1 __ 


But to write no more at large on general 
hints, I will now deſcend to the particular 


aim of this addreſs : not in the capacity of 
a dictator to your judgments, but as if I 


were, ſinoaking a ſociable pipe among ſome 


friends 1 in a Amer corner. "7 7 ye * - — * bo 


” * * 
» P * ? hs U * 1 a 1 . . 3 * — 
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(49) ) 
And firſt; I-wiſt: from my heart I could 
convince you of the abſurdity of fixing na · 
tional ſtigmas upon mankind; which is ac 
tually behaving like children; and which 

What ! ſhall a man be treated with oppro- 
brious language, ſhall he be, conſidered in a 
deſpicable light, merely from the: circum- 
ſtance of à ridge of mountains, or a river, 
dividing the places where we were born d 
Does a man's bodily abilities, his mental fa- 
culties; or his moral principles, depend on Ris 
drawing his firſt breath in this place or that, 


reſpecting ſome eſteemed local boundary of 
of all theſe qualities? Wa- u 0 6 


profeſs to act from reaſocublededivetions,” 
4 of 
| | will 


620) 

Vill answer in the affirmative to theſe inter - 
'rogativns. : Why then muſt French, Swiſs, 
Welch and Scots, be mortified-by receiving 
unhoſpitable infults, deſtitute of the leaſh 
teafonable foundation ?. Is this. behaving 
conſiſtent with that noble character which, 
en the contraty, you arrogate to yourſelves 9 
or do you hope, by 4 Tartarian kind of po- 
licy, to add to your own national reputa- 
tian * that 0 can . from that 
lein 4 ied a bein | foie een tT 
4 a a my cqunzry.as: | 
the moſt zealous of you all; but I will not 
run. a lt, Lwill, not. abuſe, acer, or fight. 
with every man, the latitude and lopgitude of, 


whaſ-birch:placs. differ from my Ma : 
| leſs 


N * 4 


His 


| 15 62190 

are produced in one particulat ſpot, gnd 
che meridlian of the contrary good qualities. 
Let this be made evident, let me be fur. 
niſhed with a general indemnity, and I will 
then knock down every deſigning foreigner,” 
every raſcally Scotſman, every blundering 
L can obtain that adyantage over; to rid my 

country of ſuck vermin : but -I follow 
you too far; it is time rather to endeavors” 
making you ſenſible of your miſtaken ap- 
prebenſions on this head. 


it would be poltic in you to'difcottrage aff H. 
centious: affronts toward ſuch who pay us 
2A 8 the 


( 22 ) 

the compliment of preferring a dwelling in 
England, to a continuance . in their native 
habitations. This is a propenſity which it is. 
your real intereſt to encourage; ſince the: 
greater the confluence of people to our plen- 
tiful country, the more plentiful it is ren - 
dered; and. ſince it is chiefly the induſtri· 
ous and enterpriſing who leave their diſtant. 
homes to ſojourn with us, to put their hands 
to che employments they can get engaged 
in among us, attracted by the proſpect of 
advantage. And are not active geniuſſes 


and induſtrious hands valuable acquiſitions; 
to any country? Far from impoveriſhing 
us, the means of ſubſiſtence increaſe in pro- 
portion to the attention and number of 
hands applied to thoſe objects. 6 


” * «, * hs . 
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Again: Tou are apt to view Horeigherh 
with an evil e eye, and to conſider them as in- 
terlopers with a reference to the place from 
whence they came. But this is another ab- 
ſurdity; for it is immaterial; as I hinted 
before, where a perſon firſt draws his breath: 

a man is to all intents and purpoſes an 
Engliſhman, who pitches his tent among us, 
and who by that act ſubſcribes his conformi ty 
to, and claims the benefit of, the Engliſh 
laws and mode of government. We are, 
earlier or later, all of us the deſcendants of 
foreigners, and are in duty bound to afford 
that protection to others which we ourſelves, 
or our anceſtors, have already reaped the 
benefit of. I would not have you think 
you are now reading the ſly inſinuations of 
ſome Iriſh or Scotſman ; no, countrytnen ! 
OY 44 1 


(&) 
I can truly call you by that name; I am . not 
only gn. Engliſhman, but a native of your 
olis,. and the ſon of natives ;. un- 
rived and uninfluegced, by any other mo- 
tive than a conſciouſneſs of the propriety of 
my advice, and: of che integrity of my in- 
dentions.-Les bratherly love continue, =. 
* All narrow national attachments are unbe- 
euming frœehorn Engliſhmen, the patrong 
of Liberty. f 9c according to ſuch 
principles, whateyer may be your. misjudged 
antipathy to abſolute. foreigners, ſeparated 
tram ou by the circurmfſuent ocean; yet, 
zobors God hath joined bt no man put aſunder 
Sh full yo en propyitn Fab 


S - © ® &@& * 
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Ws 4s 1) P. 1. 
viſely lncouportilhogtthe# by two Aer ia 
tions, whom nature intended for o ne? Sen- 
nble, as Lam, that many hot-headed: A 

| to their own confined ways of thinking; 
| | may here ſhake their heads, call names, and 
rave, I will nevertheleſ 8 date to avow what 
preſent convi8tion perſvages x me to be che 
truth. 9 
A ſmall acquaintance with 1 
falt any one, what long, bloody and frivo- 
lous conteſts were continually maintained on 
the borders, while this illand continued un- 
der che dominion of two rival governments; 
in times now happily over. We hear indeed 
of wars, and rumours oß wars; hut we only 
bear of them far from our peaceful 
coaſts does the vengeful ſword continue its 


E never 


(26) 

never ceaſing carnage ! quiet at home, our 
| brave ſoldiers, and our galant ſailors, drive 
the inſultirg foe. farther and farther from 
| our happy ſhores, Are we therefore reſtleſs, 
that we ſtrive to excite diſcontents among 
ourſelves ? and do we yearn for a revival of 
the times of the Henries and James's :. 
No! but we do not like to ſee Scotſmen pro- 
motel to places of truſt and power: till 
harping upon national diſtinctions! Have 
not any of the inhabitants of Great Britain 
an indiſcriminate right to enjoy the beams of 
1—— | favour, in proportion as their talents 
are eſteemed adequate to the truſts repoſed 
in them? This cannot be conteſted, Is it 
more proper that a local diſtinction of birth- 

| places ſhould be regarded, than that a per- 
ſonal | pltimation of abilities and integrity 
ſhould 


Ss 1 


1 27 ) 
ſhould be attended to? who will Aer 
yes ? if any perſon will, may it not be fare 
ther neceſſary that all employments of ſtate 
be reſtricted to the poſſeſſion. of perſons 
born 1 in the metropolis ? I am ſure I ought 
to ſay yes, ſince I may then ſtand a chance 
to become a great man myſelf. I might 
then raiſe a cry againſt one gentleman be- 
cauſe he is a veſt-corintryman and againſt 
another becauſe he is a north of England 
. and even deny an "inhabitant of 
Hampſtead or Highgate to have a right 
of participation. This might be good ſport, 

but it would, notwithſtanding, be exceeding 
bad policy, equally ridiculous wih that 
which i is the occalion of theſe remarks, 


C8.) 
Whenever any native of the remoter 


quarters of che ricich empire obtains the 
approbation and, favour of, his. ſovereign, 


181 


every low en gine . As employed to excite 2 


, diſcontent among, the people; every vulgar 


national reflection. is applied with the moſt 


odious glluGons | and d infinuations ; ; with the 
greateſt diſreſpett to that high authority 
which made the choice, and with the greateſt 
diſregard to al all decency and due decorum 


Every coffeehouſe echoes wick. trite vul- 
gar f ſneers at our brother fobjeds; 3 deſpics 


ble attempts at ſrandalous wit guter! in the - 


wind at very pamphler-ſtall ;. and every 
prin-hop exhibits its Riimulatives, to 3 50 


Gier 1 


eral behaviour. But h has not a aer. 


A right to chuſe for his ſervants ſuch whom 
he eſteems qualified to execute the impor- 


LESS; ; 7 4 tant 
s V 8 o « 


(29) 
rant traſts to which he appoints cham} 


fore experience. hall ene your, ail 


like ? Has not every part, of the Britiſh 


dominions a reaſonable expettation of ;ſame 
ſhare of royal confidence being repoſed ip 


its inhabitants, whenever any f ſuch, appear 
deſerving employment? Is it not uſual 


with men who obtain great power them. 


ſelves, to ſerve. their friends, by purting 
them into ſuch places as fall to their diſpo- 
fal? which is ſeldom taken ill where ſuch 


promotions are not attended with any. un- 


fair circumſtances. Is it then from theſe 


premiſes to be wondered at, if we find that 
natives of very different diſtricts are in turn 
ſeen in the public departments ? ? and what 
reaſonable cauſe of Mee can you alledge 
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(39) 
dns this account ? are you fearful that ſuch 


vt ſuch 4 country cannot produce perſons 
| equal' to public buſineſs, and that your af- 


fairs may ſuffer in their hands ? you can- 
not be ſo weak; good ſenſe is the freeſt 
pife of heaven, and even -prejudice muſt 
own that neither Iriſh, Welch, nor Scotſ. 
men, in point of abilities, or integrity, 
ſtand nationally impeached in hiſtorical 


| records, or appear to diſadvantage at t the 


preſenc day. N 


We have in 4 great meaſure cutie] the 


fury of party diſtinctions; mankind grow 
more moderate in conſequence of a greater 


enlargement of ideas, and openneſs of 
mind : but deſigning emiſſaries take advan- 


tage of every political event to revive dor- 


mant 


(3) 


mant vices; „ne (night | 
never to be excited but on the moſt juſtifya- 
ble occaſions ; and thus make us the tools - 
to effect their own covert ſelf-intereſted 
ſchemes. But—-from all ſedition, privy 
conſpiracy, 1 rebellion ed Lord de- | 
liver us. | 


. 


5 The abſurd . of Lena an 
died away with the old deluded / main- 
tainers of diſaffection. Principles which 
abetted the ſchemes of penſioners to the 
court of Rome, yet at the fame time | 
fondly endeavoured to perſuade us that 
the, reformed religion would remain in- 
violate under the guardianſhip of parti- 
ſans to the Roman Pontiff! Bigots to ty- 


nanny ſuch ſelf-confuting principles could 
ſub- 


S | 


( 32 ) 
fublift no longer than an attachment to 
particular perſons remained :- too groſs 


to impoſe on the intelligent part of man- 
kind. Thoſe tenetsare all, mim ou 


eee dent pry | 1 


© — * F x F 
9 . . z 


— * in pace. 


To the joy of every ſober thinking 
perſon, the furious religious diſtinctions 
of nig and Tory are now heard of 


no more. We ceaſe "to knock each 


_ 


other down in the ſheet for God's fake; 1 


the Shibboleth of High Church and Low 
Church are, "happily for the peace of | 


ſociety, now forgotten: 3 and as a Chriſ 


tian | moderation evidently takes place 
mg all perſuaſions, we may ſoon hope 
| ſee the moſt conſiderable bodies of 

Britiſb 


(33) 


Britiſh diſſenters unite with a lenitive 
eſtabliſhment. , An aſſociation, as it would 
de. highly expedient, ſo is it not at all 
improbable. For, as party zeal decays, 
true religion will operate more freely, and 
with greater profit to mankind. ' The Eſ- 


ſenceof Chriſtianity will then be attended to, 
rather than ynmeaning prejudicial diſtincti- 
ons, ſubverſive, of its evident tendency; 

and inſtead of diſputing about the old inco; 
herent creed of a factious ignorant. biſhop, 
about forms of prayer, the cut of a 
prieſt's garment, or the button and. brim of 
a man's hat; we ſhall contend only in 


the mutual exerciſe. of love and - Sd 
works. 


2 . , * * * . 
7 q „ * d * . * \ 


Amidſt all this laudable Aiſpolition. to 
: unaninbity, let not any among us be Ba 
R F ſuch 


(34) 
fic enemies to their country as to de 
wil; ing to farther theſe patriotic incli- 
nations. As we live under a Britiſh King, 
ler Britons ſcorn all partial odious diſtinc- 
tions among each other, productive only 
of mutual jealouſies and animoſities. Let 
not the union between the two king- 


doms reſemble. an unhappy | marriage, 


where . continual bickerings deſtroy that 
good underftanding, which the intencion 
of the connexion was to promote. 


. y * 
> La # * * 7 . - »# 4 „ * 
” 


ſerve only for geographical di nl ons ef the 
iffand ; implying no more than the 7 names 
of the ſeveral counties. Let mutual harmo- 


. and truſt beget mutual confidence: Let 
us form our * judgments of men from their 


ÞAyot 9 , on 
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intrinſic merit or demerit, and rejoice when 


* 


we find miniſters whoſe talents and in- 
tegrity.. juſtify the appointment of the mo- 
narch, and effect the ſecurity and proſpe- 
rity of the kingdom. 


4 Premature reflections, and FOE re- 

proaches, though they may be defpiſed by 

1 | ſuperior underſtandings, yet, beſide their 

unjuſtifiableneſs, they are rather diſcou- 

ragements to thoſe on whom they are caſt, 

and are more likely to foment heart burn- 

ings than to conciliate affections * prove 
incentives to virtue. 
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1 5 B. Though the following anec- 
dote has n0 relation to the hibjed 
of the foregoing pages yet it mey 
nor be altogether impertinent to intro- 
ae a kene. which I received from 


mer - half * elpecially. hn he 
prints it himſelf, it is evioently not done 
without his permiſſion. 
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bave already ſet, falls far ſhort of our eu. ; 


' | peFtations. People will not like 10" gi0t 


, @--fbilling for fue looſe printed half ſheeess 


Iberxfort it would be better if you could 
ſay ſomething more on the ſubjef# to make 


: out anotber half ſbeet, far I cannot bump 
it ont am more. The n | 


till. 
We obeclem. 
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Now though! in point of au thorſhip there 
a be ſome truth i in this epiſtle, yet 1 


2 Am 


( 
am ſo little verſed in the arts of com- 
poſition, that I am ignorant uf the (kill 
af wire-drawing my thoughts to fill a pro- 
poſed number of pages I have unbo- 
ſoned myſelf, have nothing more to 
urge at preſent, and cannot think of uſing 


à greater number of words than my na- 
rimal train 6f thinking dictates. The 
ill ſwit the eyes of the elderly, in whom 
prejudice is more ſtrongly rooted, and 


whom I would therefore be glad to engage 
for my readers. The price is fixed at a ſhil- 


5 158 becauſe as 1 do not write on a ſub- 


jet which I am quite, fure will be generally 
pleaſing, 1 am willing to ſecure , myſelf 
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from. being a der by my officiouſneb Z 
which may not be altogether ſo convenient 
for me. But whether I am or am not, 1 
decline availing myſelf of the craft recom- 
mended to me; and leave it to the exerciſe 


of the author by profeſſion. IV PY 
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